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Bear River, Vacaville wrestlers stay in title hunt 


By Mark 
Bee Staff Writer 


STOCKTON — After 672 matches oy 
12 hours of intense 
vid Roberts of Bear River and Beau Me 
Coy of Vacaville were the only Sacramen- 
to-area entrants to earn semifinal berths 
at Eh Interscholastic Federa- 
tion State Charny at the Univer- 
sity of the ead 

the Sacramento area's 40 
tors, tors only 30 remain, 18in the elimination 
bracket, Action resumes at 8 a.m, today 

with the finals set for 7 

Roberts, « 125-pound sophomore mak 
ing his second appearance in the state 
meet, qualified by finishing fifth at the 


JOED'S PICKS 


‘Bee Prep Esto Joe Dawson hand): 


ark Meyer for Jesu. Examining 
the previous matchups show that 


yon breaks in regstenng an 86.81 
victory, In Round Two, Jesuit exploc- 
edi the trst hat, pounding away 
‘side wih Mavece Tyree and un 
Joacing theee-point bombs fom 
Joe Elfman for a20-point hatime 


‘nihat contest ard Dey rave to 
‘ba on to avald another setback 
Pht Rasmiscan has shone inthe 
pays tor Jesut, as has Kennedys 
unsung tandem of Divad McClure 
fe po quar, ae ing Soren 
Smith. Does an side dish rom 
Karmody wor? A Tyree dure? A 


plays. He has steady starsin Enc 
Boye, a tremendous ba hangar 
and shooter, 17a Mike Cuevas anc 
«a Dounty of sooth role pertormers 
‘Weat has lot in two previous title 
games. Ej. Savoy, the Valley Oak 
Longue MVP, leads the Wok Pack 
He's a 63.swing who scores 12 
points Oslense has boen a rade. 
mark tor West. edd by 65 Curtis 
Owens 


Christian 67, 
Colfax 60 
Av Arco Arena, 3:30 pm. 
(Outlook: The Faicorsrtum othe 
Division 1V finais after narrowly hosing 


(Chratuan can run and can pound 
‘avay nse weh 6-3 bangers and 


score Garret Halverson, 
fm to $0822 shooting He had 
scored 47 and 49 pons in garter 


Kath Lynch rotated on Justin's great 
iemang 


__ 
‘STATE WRESTLING TOURNAMENT 
Sac-Joaquin Section tournament last 
week. 


Still nursing a torn ligament in his an- 
Me, Roberts won three close matches, de- 
eisioning two section runnerwup: Gabe 
Fierro-Fine of Soquel of the Central Coast 
Section 6-3 and Ronnie Leal of Hanford of 
the Central Seetion 9-7. He then pulled 
off an upset by defeating SaeJoaquin 

Section champion Jeff Silva of Oakdale 


64, 
Roberts will have his hands full today, 
when he faces defending state champion 
Michael! Simpson of Brethren Christian, 
the Southern Section titlist. Simpson 


crushed his three opponents 16-1, 17-1 
1-1, 


. @ 189-pound junior whe fin- 
ished third in the SacJoaquin Section 


He beat three section champions: Jamar 
‘Cargo of BE] Camino Real of the Las An- 
geles Section 10-3, David Galant of Del 
Mar of the Central Coast Section 9-1 and 
Joe Mueller of Mount Carmel of the San 
Diogo Section 16-1 
McCay next faces Alex Becerra of Santa 
‘Ana, the Southern Section runner-up. 
Though Becerra 
won't take 
had a different philosophy this 
year,” McCoy said. “Last year | was over- 
t and big-headed, and it came 


bask wo bet a. Not this year. [look 
‘as though he's a stud. I 
front down af all wilstwe heres 

Becerra is no stranger to McCoy, hav- 
ing beaten him by a point at the Five 
Counties lust yeur 

Four other Sacramento-area wrestlers 
reached the quarterfinals before losing. 
Laguna Creek's Kevin Shaw (130), Rock- 
Tin's Tan Morgan (130) and John Kirk- 
wood (160), Armijo's Ceasar Correa (125) 
and Etk Grove's Mitch Quist (275). 

A number of other area wrestlers found 
the brackets unforgiving, especially when 
facing opening-round opponents with 
state experience or those from Calvary 
Chapel, which took a huge first-day lead 


83 points, and Clovis, which was in 
Tend waco 

Natomas’ Nathan pane pincd (128) 9 to 
Simpson in his first-round match, 
lin's Russell Andrews (119) tiny 
regarded Eddie Castillo of Clovis, 
Grove's Brad Martin (145) lost to Chris 
Pendleton of Lemoore, who finished 
fourth in the state last year, and Del 
Campo's Gurrett Lane (152 fell to Fide! 
Archuleta of Calvary Chapel. 

In addition to Simpson, five other re 
turning state champions made the semifi- 
nals: Matt Walbeck (215) and Lex Tira- 
pelle (135) of Clovis, Brody Barrios (160) 
of Poway, Jacob Palomino (119) of Inde- 
pendence and Darrell Vasquez (112) of 
Bakersfield 


friendly 
this time 
St. Francis falls 
to Manteca 67-50 


By Joe Davidson 
‘Bee Staff Writer 


St, Francis High School sched- 
uled a game at Arco 
Arena earlier this season, a non- 
league date to get a feel for the 
spacious arena that houses the 
Kings. 

The Troubadours rolled in that 
game, ae 
to the 

DIVISION I ji cful that are. 
GIRLS turn trip in the 
————  Sacvoaquin See- 
tion playoffs would pay dividends. 

But Priday those same 
rims teased St. Francis, denying 
good looks as dozens of shots 
rimmed out or curled off the side. 
A horrendous shooting percentage 
and too few second chances 
doomed No. 3 St. Francis against 
top-seeded Manteca, 67-50, in the 
Division 11 girls title game. 

“It was definitely frustrating,” 
said Troubadours senior Maren 
Martinelli. “We had layups that 
‘would go in, then pop out, and we 
didn’t do very well rebounding” 

Both teams advance to the Nor- 
Cal playoffs that start Tuesday, 
though St. Francis will open on 
the road against a section ipi- 
‘on likely from the Bay Area. 

The effort that rewarded St 


Barrow: He 


Continued from page DI 

the way he carried himself in the 
playofls,” Barrow said. "I want 

to pick up little things because 
“every possession counts now. Jor: 
dan did all the little things to win 
and that's what I'm trying to do.” 

It's interesting to note that Bar- 
row's favorite NBA legend grew 
up with heightened expectations 

fe wus good. He was supposed 
to win. 

Barrow feels that now. He lends 
‘program where excellence is the 
norm. He attends a school where, 
in the absence of such social dis- 
tractions as girls, the all-male stu- 
dent body has an all-encompass- 
ing appreciation for all things ath- 
lotic 


But Barrow doesn't have the 
seven years Jordan had to win 
his first championship. He has 
tonight 

“We're not Cinderella,” Jesuit 
couch Hank Meyer said. “There's 
pressure and Cedrick has handled 
it well.” 

He's also handled his detractors: 
with aplomb, At times this season, 
fans have blurted out their dis- 
pleasure with Barrow, who has 
the difficult task of running the 
show from the point and being 
the top scoring option, 

“To say he's selfish is ignorant, 
it's completely stupid,” Meyer 

suid. “Soorers take a lot of shots, 
and sometimes that's perceived 
‘as doing too much. We want him 
to take # lot of shots. Il kill him 
if be doesn't. People should really 
back off and just appreciate him.” 

Charles Bell, a Jesuit team 
mate, said there ian't a hint of re- 
swentinent on the squad. He said 
the Marauders want the ball in 
Barrow’s hands and for fans to 
stay out of his head. 


“Lknow Ced had a lot of pride,” 
Bell said. picked on 
would bother anyone. But what's 
important is his teammates know 
that we want him to have the ball, 
‘We know he's ‘The Man.’" 

‘Barrow insists he isn’t bothered 
by the criticésm, which has lews- 
ened since the playoffs. 

“Lean'L sty it hurts me, but ne 
owe wrt to be second: guened 
Vikve Chat ine high sehool,” Harrow 
sent“ jrtres it exrmen: with the 
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Glena Augustine, left, Cory Casey and Lindsay LaSalle see St. Francis come up short. 


Francis with a seven-game win- 
ning streak - and 18 victories in 
19 games overall - was there. The 
Troubadours scrapped for every: 
thing. They chased after ballhan: 
dlers and contested shots, but the 
one element that they were able to 
in this season of revival 
finally caught up to them: size. Or 
a considerable lack thereof, 
St. Francis had been able to 
mask the absence of a true post 


king in the key, but 
ctics didn’t bother the 
Buffaloes. Katie DeRoos, a 6- 
foot-2 senior, scored 22 points and 
had 14 rebounds for Manteca, 
which won its first section title 
since 1984. Jennifer Miranda led 
St, Francis with 13 points 
‘The Troubadours had no luck 


wants to be 


territory. It's part of life if you're 
scorer.” 

5b tsying to esepe tho image 
of being too small. Barrow is: 
hair under 6-foot, which has: ca 

recruiters wondering if he's 
durable enough to handle the el- 
bows and size of regal 6-4 guards. 

But Barrow is © ive, his mo- 
tor never stops, and he knows how 
to put the ball in the bucket. He 
has a refuse-to-lose resolve that 
brings to mind Kevin Johnson, 

a prep star at Sacramento High 
School who went on to an NBA 
career. 

Barrow received a bounty of re- 
cruiting interest over the summer, 
including UCLA, Utah and St. 

John's. That's common for good 
vers from top programs, 
at's also common is to wee the 
interest slow down. While there 
are thousands of prospects across 
the country, scholarships number 
in the hundreds. 

Barrow is still receiving interest 
from Boston College, Notre Dame 
and Portland State, 

“He's a tremendous player,” 
‘Meyer said. “I think he deserves 
a shot. He's done great things 
‘against top athletes all year. I 
think the longer we're in the play: 


MARCH 8-12 @ CAL-EXPO- 
Over 400 boats from 8°10 40", 


inside. They made just 17 of 62 
shots, 27 percent. They made only 

pointers, and they 
were destroyed 58-34 on the 


nny Guzman, who had 23 points 
‘We knew what they wanted to 
de, but we wouldn't allow it” 
Manteca coach Joe Jacobs said. 
“We worked a lot on what they 


ton, “They completely controlled 
the boards. T thought our defe 
sive pressure on their guards 
would help us. but it didnt, 1 
knew if they got the ball inside, it 
‘would be an absolute killer.” 
Martinelli and Katie McGann 


like Mike 
offs, the more people will see just 
how talented he is.” 

Barrow certainly isn't short of 
supporters. Jesuit's rowdy rooting 
section adores Barrow. So do the 
youngsters he visits several times 
aweek at St. Joseph's Elementary 
School in North Sacramento, 
‘where Barrow preaches the mer- 
its of work ethic, be it in class or 
on the playing fields 

Barrow explains how he broad 
ened his game since starting as 
a sophomore. With his father, 
Ron, feeding him the ball by the 
hour last summer, Barrow would 
toss in hundreds of jum, 
the park or in the gym. He's now 
a reliable three-point shooter 

Barrow learned his paxt-up 
ploys growing up in the shadow 
of his older brother, Ron Jr., who 
is five inches taller. The brothers 
wouldn't stop their ane-on-one 
wars until there was blood on the 
ground of someone yelled, “Din- 
ner!” 

“I've really worked hard on my 
game,” Barrow said. “You can nev 
er be satinfied.” 

Sounds like something Mike 
would say 


OPEN HOUSE 


‘SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
10 auto 4 Pm 


RIOLA PAZ 


GOLF CLUB 


OPENING SPRING, 2000 
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE 
For Information Or Directions 
(530) 656-2182 
(916) 488-GOLF (4653) 
Www. RIOLAPAZ.COM 


have played admirably inside all 

season, never mind their 5-foot-10 

frames. They more than met their 
match in DeRoos alone, 

"Katie and I are not true post 

.” Martinelli said. “I didn't 

well, but that’s no excuse. 


St. Francis was aiming for its 
fifth section title and first since 
1994, and the Troubadours had a 
glimmer of hope when Katie 
McGann hit a baseline jumper 
and converted the free throw for a 
three-point play that pulled them 
within 52-44 with 304 to play. 
Manteca responded with a 15-5 
run, scoring inside and on long 
passes downcourt for easy layups 

“Our kids won't quit, and for 
that, T'm proud of them,” Pitton 
said. “We're not done yet.” 


Follow 
Your Team. 


Award winning Sports coverage 


Boys: Easier 
this time 
for Natomas 


Continued from page D1 
like this are going to kill me,” 


s 
Mareceo Rutledge scored 13 of 

his team's first 20 points, drop- 

ping in soft jumpers from 15 to 20 

feet. Gerald Johnson led all scor- 

ers with 24 points, sl 

basket and finishing 

mien Carter had 12 points and 

five rebounds to balance the scor- 


ing. 

Sam Hennig scored 18 for Oak- 
mont and Jeff Deitrich had 16, 

Natomas looks the part of a 
community college team - thick, 
muscular types with a warp-speed 
frame of mind, and their coach 
pounds up and down the sideline 
as if every possession is his last. 

‘When one of his athletes sat at 
the check-in spot, Jones let the 
spittle fly when he barked, ‘Hey, 
tuck your shirt in, man, This ain't 
the pros.” 

Both teams advance to the Nor- 
Cal championship tournament 
that starts Tuesday; only Natom- 
as gains a home game, and Oak- 
mont will have to travel to a high 
seed. Natomas, though pleased 
with its sparkling new banner, 
seeks more prizes. With the Nor- 
Cal and state finals set for Arco, 
Jones is already drumming up 
more motivational fodder. 

“We're excited about this, but by 
the end of the weekend, we'll want 
a lot more,” said Natomas post 
David Martin. “We want the big 
show. We want to really cele- 
brate.” 
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